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NOTE ON ADDITIONAL MATERIAL OF NEBALIA DAHL/ 
KAZMI AND TIRMIZI, 1989 (LEPTOSTRACA: CRUSTACEA) 
FROM KARACHI (NORTHERN ARABIAN SEA) 
Q.B. Kazmi and N.M. Tirmizi 
Marine Reference Collection Centre, University of Karachi, Karachi-75270, Pakistan. 
The first leptostracans, described as a new species, Nebalia dahli (Kazmi & Tirmizi, 
1989) from the Arabian Sea in mangrove planktonic collection near Karachi were two 
males, the sex of the juvenile paratype could n.ot be determined at that time. The first 
berried female (MRCC Lept.3) was obtained on 13 November, 1990 from the Oyster 
Rocks off Keamari Harbour; from the same locality an adult male was collected after 
a couple of days which thrived well in the laboratory for over two months. Search for 
more leptostracans was well rewarded when in a single plankton haul (MRCC Lept.4) 
110 specimens of theN. dahli turned up on December 9,·1990 from Manora Channel 
(l4°47'N; 66°57'E), mostly juveniles. The matlerial, however, included 14 adult males 
and several egg-bearing females. The egg-bearing females range from 3 to 3.5 mm. 
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Fig. 1. Nebalia dahli Kazmi and Tirmizi, 1989. A, female, B, eggs. 
The females do not differ from the original description of the holotype, a male, 
except the difference in the size of the antenna! peduncle (Fig.lA) which is much 
smaller in females than that of male, this refers to the sexual dimorphism. The ova are 
large as shown in figure lB. 
142 NOTES AND NEWS 
The occurrence of such a large number in a single haul is normal and indicative of 
swarming behaviour in leptostracans. 
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